fruition. Towards the end of his Cambridge Fellowship he suffered a severe blow from which he never fully recovered and which, in effect, brought an end to his academic work. His charming wife, newly qualified as a speech therapist, collapsed suddenly and died as a result of an aneurysm. After her death lain's first thoughts were for his young son and, despite advice to the contrary, he decided to return to New Zealand, where he still had relatives. In New Zealand, however, he was unable to find employment commensurate with his talents. Loneliness and academic frustration eventually combined, this time fatally, to bring to the fore a capacity for self-destruction evidenced, on occasion, earlier in his career. Despite his deep love for his young son and his great pride in his progress, he took his own life.
lain Lonie was a diffident and highly sensitive man; a talented scholar; a good friend, generous with his help; an acute yet kindly critic, and a poet of some distinction. He was both admired by and popular with his contemporaries in his chosen field of Greek medicine, which by his death has lost one of its most original and gifted interpreters.
JAMES LONGRIGG
